Mark 14:1-31

Lesson 21

How do you Rnow when you've found the perfect gift? when you have someone
in your life that has everything what do you give him or her? Coming to Mark
chapter 14, we have a beautiful example of giving love, Jesus’ final days on
earth were filled with conflict and conspiracy, but in the midst of the mayhem,
there is one woman who seized the opportunity to love and worship Him!

Presenting Your Feant: Mark 14:1-51

1. Tryto find a quiet spot to read and absorb all that these verses unfold. Again, Mark gives us a postcard
view of the events of Christ life. Briefly explain each snapshot as you see it in this passage.

Powring Out Youn Feant: Mark 14:1-9

Sandwiched between the treachery of the religious leaders and the treason of Judas is this
incredible expression of worship and adoration. Her example and love is a witness to each of us of
the unrivaled devotion of one who follows Christ. Keep in mind, every night of Passion \week the
Lord would retreat into Bethany as a4 kind of respite from the growing tension in Jerusalem.

Bethany was an 0asis of love for Fim. Here were dear friends who longed to worship and
minister to Him.

2. Think of the most meaningful gift you ever received. How did you respond?

a. What is the most meaningful gift you have ever given?

b. How did your recipient respond, and how did it make you feel?
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3. As you consider this breathtaking scene, try to describe Mary’s actions as they unfold.

a. What was the significance of her sacrifice?

b. Inwhat way was her life a living example of the perfume she poured out at Jesus’ feet?

4. How does John 12:3-5 describe this 0il?

Alabaster Flask of Oil: Typically, this would be a vial that had been quarried and carved in Egypt
and filled with pure ointment or perfume. It was never mixed or diluted. It would have been very
expensive and considered a great treasure.

a. Why do you think she chose to offer this particular gift?

5. Mary’s transparent worship spurred different responses. What was the response of the disciples?

a. How did Jesus correct their misguided assumption?

b. What does this teach you about criticism from others and your response to it?

c. Isthere comfort here in ‘leaving a matter in God’s hands™?

6. In what way, is a believer’s devotion to Christ sometimes considered a waste in the eyes of the world?

a. Have you ever been criticized for your love for God?

b. How did you respond?

7. What do you think Jesus meant about our responsibility to care for the poor? (vs. 7)
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Mary co nemembened Urnoaghoat history for hen extravagant love and wondhip. Giving what
was modt precions of bens to the Oue who was modt frecious to lhen. Putting younself in len
Hlace, what would you give to Jesus today to express your love? 70 there anything that
toldls you back fnom this bind of extravagant love?

8. What is the most meaningful lesson you learn from Mary’s example?

Love through me, Love of God.. Make me like Thy clear air
Through which unhiindered, colours pass
As though it were not there.

Powers of the love of God... Depthis of the heart divine,
O Love that faileth not, break forth,
And flood this world of Thine!

Amy Carmicheal

Plotting Hway Your Heant: Wark 14:2, 10-11

9. According to verse 2, the priests and scribes had planned to wait until after the feast. Why did their
timetable change?

10. As you read this text, what do you think was the motive for Judas’ betrayal of Jesus?

Prepaning Yowr Feant: Wark 14:12-26

11. With verses 12—19 in mind, do you think instructions like this had become routine to the disciples, or
would it still amaze them that Christ had such knowledge and foresight?

a. How about you; do you obediently take God at His word and trust He knows your future, or do you
find yourself surprised when God takes care of difficulties and fulfills His promises to you?
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b. Luke’s account fills in for us that it was Peter and John whom Jesus sent to take care of this task.
Why do you think He chose these two for a seemingly mundane chore of preparing a place to
celebrate Passover?

c. How does this reveal growing trust in the LORD as they step out in obedience?

12. As this intimate group reclined, ready to partake, what did the Lord share with them?

a. How would you have reacted to this startling statement?

b. Do you find it surprising that each of these men then began to question if it were he? Why, or why
not?

c. Are you ever shocked—even reviled—by the thoughts you have or actions you take, even as you
seek to obey God? Why do you think this happens? Paul describes this dilemma in Romans 7:7-25.
Take some time to read over this passage and make note of the war that often goes on within us and
what Paul says will give us victory.

13. In verse 21, Jesus gives a warning to his betrayer. Why do you think He does this?

a. How did Jesus’ words, “who dips with Me in the dish,” magnify Judas’ treachery?

14. Compare Exodus 12:1—4, the original instruction of Passover, and the institution of Communion. Try to
discover as many similarities as possible.

a. How does Paul personalize this for us in 1 Corinthians 11:23-29?

b. How does Mark 14:25 encourage us about our future celebration of Communion?
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rhe you always careful o examine your oun lheant bejore partaksing of the Lord ¢ Suppen?
Padl géves a solemn warning about nemembering (nist s death in the commaunion sacrament
i an wnfit manner. Be sane to not ouly confess youn din as you partake, but come to God
dadly in confession and beepp a dhont account with Him. He bunows oun weaknesded and
wante to forgive oun din in orden to bects that cloce fellowstiiy with Fim (1 Yot 1:9).
Perthaps it has been a long time dince you even Yook commanion. Make a commitment today
lo take the (ot opportunity o do do.

Predictions of the Fearnt: Wark 14:27-51

onee again, Jesus predicts His betrayal and the forsaking of all the disciples, and once more the
reaction is strong rebuttal.

15. Jesus’ statement in verse 27, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night,” would be a
heartbreaking thing for any believer to hear. How would you have felt if the Lord (having just told you He
was going to die) told you, you would fall short in your faith that very night?

16. Re-read Peter’s response in verse 29. Can you relate to where he is coming from? What do you think is
going through his mind?

a. Why did Peter think Jesus was wrong about him?

b. What does this reveal about our own self-assuredness?

17. How does 1 Corinthians 10:12 under gird the lesson in these verses?

a. Are there any warnings you find personally challenging in this passage? If so, how will you respond?

From here the events of our Lord’s Life move in rapid five. The plan to eliminate Jesus has come to
fruition, the divine timetable is in motion, and we are on the verge of the most cruel and darke
oceasion in history. May we gain a new realization of what our Lord Jesus Aid for us, and may
the Holy Spirit draw us ever nearer to Him in worship, adoration, and thanksgiving for His
sacrifice on our behalf.



